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Bob Shallit: You think this complex looks weird now ...?

By Bob Shallit - Bee Columnist
Published 12:00 am PDT Saturday, April 28, 2007
It's already got a Toontown, Disney-esque look to it.

But a strip center on the border of Rancho Cordova that is undergoing a fanciful face-lift is getting a new addition that's equally nontraditional, including a rooftop ball ornament.

The makeover of the existing center is nearly done. It's turned a once-homely complex at Folsom Boulevard and Bradshaw Road into a retail version of Disneyland's cartoon-town, with bright colors, whimsical rooflines and, on its eastern edge, an end piece that will resemble a giant, striped thumbtack.

Next up, developers will start on the new building -- a two-story retail, office and housing complex with some equally outrageous design elements.

"It's wacky and wild," architect Mike Malinowski says of the entire project. The new building will be topped with a steel-mesh sphere resembling a golf ball. Part of the roof will cantilever over the parking lot, creating a precarious impression. "It looks borderline dangerous but it's not," Malinowski says.

Bold design schemes don't work everywhere. They do here, the architect says, because the surrounding area is "so bleak."

Behind the envelope-pushing project is D&S Development, a company quietly engaged in about two-dozen retail and residential projects throughout the Sacramento region. 
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Why is the company putting so much money and effort into what's historically been a low-rent strip center? D&S spokesman Bay Miry says Rancho is on the rebound and the "Eclectic Center," as he calls it, could become the area's "jewel."

The plan, of course, is to raise rents as existing leases expire and bring in more upscale shops.

"We'll be getting tenants with a little more name to them," he says.
Addition to Folsom Eclectic Center
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