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says. “There are some that have been
made to look industrial, but they are
not the real thing.”

From the authentic urban lofts,
our tour took us into the senior
units, where the feeling immediately
changed. The feeling is softer, with
fewer rough edges. The floors are
covered in colorful carpet. There is a
community room with comfy chairs, a
big-screen TV, pool tables and kitchen
facilities.

Malinowski is especially proud of
the natural light-filled hallways in the
senior units.

“Each hallway ends in a large
window,” he says. “This may seem
like a small thing to do, but it was
hard to arrange.”

He also designed an open stairway
to encourage people to walk, a sort of
visual invitation to be mobile and use
your body.

After a walk through the pleasant
community garden, which boasts
a remarkable fountain made from
industrial salvage from the mill, we
ended back in the lobby.

The architectural issues
Malinowski confronted were complex.
The 1996 fire had gutted the mill. The
remaining walls had to be shored up,
and extensive work on the foundation
was required. A recent press release
states, “Concrete shear walls and
floors had to be poured to form
corridors and individual apartments
and over 250 concrete cuts were
required to connect the mill building
to several adjacent concrete silos
which now serve as elevator shalts
and stairwells.”

Malinowski praised the individuals
who worked on the project, citing
the ironworkers who constructed an
interior stairway and those men who
cut though the concrete.

“For six months, the demolition
guys got suited up in their protective
gear and hung on ropes on the walls
inside of these silos, cutting into
the walls that were caked in grain,”
he says. “Those guys were strong,
fearless and they liked the pay, but
it was nasty work and went on for
months and months.”

For a history of the praject and before-and-after photos, go to
globemill.com.Julie Foster can be reached at julieincarmel@hotmail.com.
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The bedroom in one of the units available for rent
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